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(excerpted from FA 1000 Regulatory Scope and Administrative Procedures for Use of DEP SOPs)


FA 5720.   		aquatic habitat characterization

TRAINING FOR HABITAT ASSESSMENT TESTING: Personnel performing Habitat Assessments according to FT 3000 who wish to submit Habitat Assessment data to DEP must complete the Habitat Assessment training program specified in FT-3000 Training Checklists included in Appendix FA 1000.
QUALIFICATIONS FOR HABITAT ASSESSMENT:   
Personnel performing Habitat Assessments according to FT 3000 who wish to submit Habitat Assessment data to DEP must maintain “Pass” status as described in 2.4.
1.1. DEP will establish  new benchmark sites, representing a range of habitat conditions, in each of three areas of Florida (Panhandle, Northern Peninsula, Southern Peninsula) every two years, to ensure sufficient testing sites for entities statewide.  Sites established in previous years may still be used for testing, but additional care should be taken to document current conditions at the site. 
1.2. [bookmark: _GoBack]DEP will establish a consensus total habitat assessment score for each site based on the assessments of a group of at least seven DEP employees in “Pass” status who independently assess each site and then develop consensus component scores for each site.  If one of these individuals does not meet the evaluation criteria specified in 2.6 below, s/he will fail that site but his/her score will still be used to set the consensus.  
1.3. DEP will announce the testing locations once the score has been established.  Location information and sampling maps will be posted on the DEP website.
1.4. Personnel wishing to submit stream habitat assessment data to DEP, per SOP FT 3100, must pass at a minimum of three sites (as defined in 2.6 below), and may attempt a habitat assessment at up to five established benchmark streams, in order to obtain “Pass” Status.  The assessments may be conducted anytime within a two-year window, but personnel are encouraged to conduct the assessments within 6 months of the announcement of the identified benchmark streams and at flow conditions similar to those that occurred when DEP established the benchmark sites, in order to minimize the potential for changed site conditions to affect the habitat assessment score.
1.5. Submit to DEP:
· name of sampler performing the exercise 
· name of site evaluated,
· date the analysis was performed 
· completed Habitat Assessment form (FD 9000-5), 
· completed Physical/chemical Characterization form (FD 9000-3), 
· site photos that support scoring decisions for habitat components.
1.6. 
A passing score for a benchmark site shall be within plus or minus 10 points of the established score.  For individuals with scores outside the plus or minus 10 point range, DEP will evaluate the scores with consideration of the site conditions. If conditions at the time of testing were sufficiently different from conditions at the time at which the consensus total habitat assessment score was established, DEP shall accept scores outside of the acceptance range if justified by documented site conditions. Program QA Officers will have access to habitat assessment results, including total scores, consensus scores for individual habitat components, and photos of conditions on the day the total score was established.
1.7. Individuals not in “Pass” status shall undergo additional training and then attempt habitat assessments at up to five additional benchmark sites.
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