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DEP Form FD 9000-6: Lake Habitat Assessment Field Sheet 

	STORET STATION NUMBER:

	DATE (M/D/Y)
	LAKE NAME
	FIELD ID / NAME:

	ECO-REGION:
	COUNTY:
	SAMPLING LOCATION/DESCRIPTION:
	LAKE SIZE:

	PARAMETER
	No surface inflow or outflow present, very long water residence time, groundwater seepage dominates


	Surface water inflow present, but flow is rare, moderate to long water residence time



	Surface water inflow and outflow present (or outflow only), sometimes with visible flow, short water residence time


	Impounded, hydrology of system artificially controlled





	HYDROLOGY
	
	
	
	

	Color
	Very clear, uncolored water (benthic sampling appropriate)
	Water somewhat tannin stained (benthic sampling appropriate)
	Dark, discolored water (water color 20 PCU or higher)
	Visibility extremely reduced due to high color


	
	Optimal
	Suboptimal
	Marginal
	Poor
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	Vegetation Quality
	Diverse, expected native vegetation (emergent or submersed), less than 5% nuisance taxa
	Mostly expected native plants, but moderate growths (6%-20% of lake) of nuisance macrophytes, or more than 50% of lake covered with plants
	Large masses (21%- 40%) of nuisance macrophytes (e.g., Hydrilla, hyacinth, cattail, etc.) or algal mats
	Lake choked (>40%) with nuisance macrophytes (duck-weed, hyacinth, etc.) or algal mats, or few plants present at all (e.g., plants removed)
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	Stormwater Inputs
	Stormwater enters system via sheet flow over non-cultivated and/or natural vegetation
	Some direct stormwater inputs (ditches, pipes, cultivated vegetation < 10%) but good BMPs in place
	Moderate direct inputs of stormwater (ditches, pipes, cultivated vegetation 11%-50%) but few BMPs in place
	Much direct input of stormwater (ditches, pipes, cultivated vegetation > 51%) and no or ineffective BMPs in place
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	Bottom Substrate Quality
	Diverse mixture of sand, detritus, with small amounts of CPOM/mud/muck.  SAV may be present
	Mixture of sand or clay and detritus with higher % CPOM/mud/muck content.  SAV may be present
	Moderate layer of CPOM/  mud/muck, or hardpacked sand only, or moderate algal growth (mats or Chara) on bottom
	Thick deposits of CPOM, or fine detritus and anaerobic muck/mud/silt, or algal growth or nuisance plants (Hydrilla) cover bottom
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	Lakeside Adverse Human Alternations
	Very few man-made structures, roads, or other disturbance adjacent to lake (<10%)
	Moderate disturbance visible (structures, roads or other), 10%-49% lakeside affected
	Many structures, roads or other human disturbance visible (50%-70%) lakeside affected)
	Highly developed or disturbed (>70% of lakeside affected)
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	Upland Buffer Zone
	Expected native vegetation between uplands and littoral zone, greater than 90% of shore with >18 m buffer
	89%-51% of shoreline with >18m buffer or >75% with 10m to 18m buffer
	50%-30% of shoreline with >18m buffer or 50%-74% with 10m to 18m buffer
	< 29% of shoreline with >18m buffer
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	Adverse Watershed Land Use
	Score the potential effects from adverse human land uses, based on a continuum of amount and type, with least to most adverse as follows: Native vegetation, Silviculture, Pasture or Citrus, Low Density Residential, Row Crops, Commercial, High Density Residential, Urban, Industrial
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