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	for 24-Hour Family Care 	
Check One:           ☐Initial Licensing Standards Checklist		☐Amendment
Check One:		 ☐ Traditional          ☐ Therapeutic          ☐ Medical	
	Name of Caregiver:
	Home Phone Number:
	Cell Phone Number:
	Work Phone Number:

	
	
	
	

	Caregiver’s Address, City, State, and Zip Code:

	

	Child Placing Agency: (Supervising Agency)
	Licensing Counselor: (Supervising Agency)

	
	



There are 3 sections to this checklist:
A. BACKGROUND SCREENS requiring verification of completion.
B. FORMS or DOCUMENTATION requiring verification of completion.
C. OBSERVATIONS requiring verification of compliance.

Status Codes:
	C = Compliance
	N/C  = Non-compliance – Items marked N/C require a plan of action with date of expected completion.
	N/A = Not Applicable – Items marked N/A require an explanation as to why the  standard does not apply.

	A. BACKGROUND SCREENS requiring verification of completion.

	Standard:
	Status:
	Comments: (results)

	1.
	Appropriate and timely criminal history checks shall be completed before an applicant can  be licensed as an out-of-home caregiver, and before any children are placed in the home.
	-	

	2.
	Local criminal record checks through local law enforcement agencies completed on all persons over the age of 12 who live in the home.
	-	

	3.
	Records of any responses to the home by law enforcement  that did not result in criminal charges.
	-	

	4.
	A. Fingerprinting has been completed on all household members age 18 and older.
B.  New adults residing in the household shall be fingerprinted within 5 days of residence.
	-	

	5.
	Abuse and neglect records check though the Department’s Florida Safe Families Network  (FSFN).
	-	

	6.
	If the applicant, or any other household member, has resided in any other state during the past five (5) years, requests for abuse and neglect histories and civil court records regarding domestic violence complaints and orders of protection must be made in those states.
	-	

	7.
	A prospective out-of-home caregiver shall advise the child welfare professional of  any previous licensing, registration or certification as an out-of-home caregiver in Florida, or in any other state & country.
	-	

	8.
	Civil court record checks regarding domestic violence complaints and orders of protection.
	-	

	9.
	
	-	

	10.
	Affidavit of Good Moral Character (CF-FSP 1649) for each adult household member.
	-	



	B. FORMS or DOCUMENTATION requiring verification of completion (current numbered forms available in DCF Forms on internet).

	Standard:
	Status:
	Comments: (results)

	1.
	Application for License to Provide Out-of-Home Care for Dependent Children (CF-FSP 5007). Parenting figures living together shall both be licensed.
	-	

	2.
	Release of Information for Foster Parent or Adoptive Parent Application (CF-FSP 5090) signed by applicant(s) and adult household members.
	-	

	3.
	Confidentiality Agreement for Foster Parent Application (CF-FSP 5087).
	-	

	4.
	Partnership Plan for Children in Out-of-Home Care (CF-FSP 5226).
	-	

	5.
	Authorization for Release of Health and Medical Information for Prospective Foster or Adoptive Parents (CF-FSP 5230).
	-	

	6.
	Acknowledgement of Firearms Safety Requirements (CF-FSP 5343). Storage shall comply with the requirements in 790.174 F.S.
	-	

	7.
	Satisfactory home environmental health inspection completed with Foster Home Inspection Checklist (CF-FSP 5397) or similar from local Department of Health.
	-	

	8.
	Radon Test results, if applicable.
	-	

	9.
	Current records for all animals requiring vaccinations.
	-	

	10.
	Proof of insurance for all vehicles transporting children. The applicant shall not allow foster children to be transported by any person not possessing a valid driver’s license and auto insurance.
	-	

	11.
	Documentation of verification for legal Florida residency; legal proof of status for applicants not born within the United States.
	-	

	12.
	A minimum of 21 hours of approved pre-service training completed and documented in FSFN.
	-	

	13.
	In homes that have more than five (5) children, including the caregiver’s own children, an assessment must be completed prior pursuant to 409.175 F.S.
	-	

	14.
	Licensed out-of-home caregivers that have contracted with a lead agency are authorized by 409.1671 F.S., to provide child care as a licensed family day care, as defined in 402.302(8) F.S., if they meet the requirements for licensing, with hours between 6am & 7pm. 
	-	
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	C. OBSERVATIONS requiring verification of compliance.

	Standard:
	Status:
	Comments: (results)

	1.
	First Aid kit must be available and accessible to all caregivers.
	-	

	2.
	Description of any household pets, exotic pets, or livestock; description of animal safety plan, if needed.
	-	

	3.
	Home shall have a working telephone that is accessible at all times Emergency numbers displayed. Caregivers are to notify agency of phone number changes.
	-	

	4.
	The home shall be safe from fire hazards including: combustible items shall be stored away from sources of heat; exits, stairways and hallways shall be free of obstacles.
	-	

	5.
	The home must not be heated by unvented oil or gas-fired heaters unless equipped with an oxygen depletion sensor and the home has a carbon monoxide alarm.
	-	

	6.
	An evacuation plan is posted in a conspicuous place and shared with the children.
	-	

	7.
	All fireplaces, space heaters, steam radiators and hot surfaces must be shielded against accidental contact. A barrier shall restrict access by children less than six (6) years of age.
	-	

	8.
	Except in situations involving emergency loss of power , extension cords cannot extend from one room to another and multiple electric outlet adapters shall not be used for more than two extensions at one time.
	-	

	9.
	There is at least one (1) operating smoke alarm on each floor and in each bedroom area.
	-	

	10.
	Each floor in the home shall have a fully charged, unexpired 2A10BC fire extinguisher, with one extinguisher adjacent to the kitchen.
	-	

	11.
	The home shall have at least two (2) exits and all doors with locks shall be capable of being opened from the inside.
	-	

	12.
	
	-	

	13.
	The home shall have a safe outdoor play area on the property or within walking distance. All outdoor play equipment shall be kept in good repair. If the home is located on a busy street, there shall be a safety plan for supervision.
	-	

	14.
	Child care for children in licensed out-of-home care shall be in a licensed early education or child care program chosen by the caregiver(s). These providers must be participating in local ELC. The cost of child care shall be assumed by licensed out-of-home caregiver to the extent that subsidized child care is unavailable.
	-	

	15.
	Medical history, including physical & mental health, shall be explored. Including: debilitating, communicable or progressive diseases/conditions. The staff completing the UHS shall explore and document in the UHS any health concerns of the applicant(s) and household members. Should include: 
        a) Smoking and alcohol use; 
        b) Any history of alcohol or substance abuse.
	-	

	16.
	A licensed out-of-home caregiver shall cooperate with the child’s case manager arranging opportunities for a child to participate in the faith of his or her choice or that is requested by the child’s family. 
	-	

	17.
	Explore prohibitions against celebrating holidays or birthdays.
	-	

	18.
	Licensed out-of-home care providers are expected to provide supervision, structure and daily activities designed to promote the individual physical, social, intellectual, spiritual, and emotional development of the children in their home according to each child’s age and developmental level.
	-	

	19
	The child placing agency completing the UHS shall, at a minimum, conduct two (2) visits to the applicant’s home, inspect the entire indoor and outdoor premises, document the conditions, and conduct face to face interviews with all household members. The dates, names of persons interviewed and summary of these interviews shall be documented in the UHS.
	-	

	20.
	The UHS shall be reviewed and signed by the licensing counselor and their supervisor.
	-	

	21.
	The prospective out-of-home caregiver(s) shall have read, completed and signed all documentation required for licensing as listed under Rule 65C-13.025(5)(b), F.A.C., and shall be provided copies of signed documents upon request.
	-	

	INTERIOR ENVIRONMENT:

	22.
	The home shall have space and furnishings to accommodate the number of people living in the home and be accessible to all members of the family.
	-	

	23.
	All sleeping areas shall be in bedrooms separate from the public areas of the house. Children’s bedrooms shall have space that allows for walking, personal storage, and sleeping for the number of children sleeping in the room.
	-	

	24.
	An adult shall be accessible to the rooms where children under six (6) years of age are sleeping.
	-	

	25.
	Each child shall be provided with a clean, permanent bed and mattress of his/her own. The bed shall be of sufficient size to accommodate the child.
	-	

	26.
	Infants shall have their own crib which shall be maintained in good and safe condition and have a clean mattress that fits snugly in the crib frame. Cribs shall not have drop sides or be placed close to windows with curtains or cords in which the child might become entangled.
	-	

	27.
	Bunk beds shall be safe and sturdy. Bunk beds shall be equipped with safety rails on the upper tier for a child under the age of ten (10) or for any child whose physical, mental, or emotional condition indicates the need for such protection. Beds bunked higher than two tiers must have a manufacturer sticker of safety and must not be placed under or near ceiling fans. Children five (5) years old and younger may not sleep on the third tier of a three tiered bunk bed.
	-	

	28.
	A licensed out-of-home caregiver shall provide each child with clean linens.  Waterproof mattress covers should be provided for all beds and cribs as developmentally appropriate and necessary.
	-	

	29.
	Children of any age shall not sleep on a living room sofa, cot or foldaway bed as a regular sleeping arrangement.
	-	

	30.
	The entry to a child’s bedroom shall not be located so as to require the child to pass through another bedroom or bathroom in order to enter their bedroom.
	-	

	31.
	Children shall never share a bed with an adult or other child, regardless of age.
	-	

	32.
	Children over 36 months of age shall not share a bedroom with a child of the opposite gender unless efforts are being made to maintain a sibling group.  In instances where efforts are being made to maintain a sibling group the foster family, licensing agent and case manager shall work together in determining arrangements for the safety and best interests of the children involved.  
	-	

	33.
	Children over the age of 12 months shall not share a bedroom with an adult except in the following circumstances:
a. When one of the children sharing a bedroom reaches his/her 18th birthday;
b. When it is deemed to be medically necessary as documented by health care provider;
c. When a teen parent is sharing a bedroom with his/her child; 
d. When a child is transitioning past his/her 1st birthday; or
e. When the adult is a former dependent child who is a sibling.
	-	

	34.
	Infants 12 months of age or younger may share a bedroom with an adult provided the infant sleeps in his/her crib.
	-	

	WATER SAFETY & SUPERVISION:

	35.
	Children who are placed in licensed homes which are adjacent to any body of water or that have swimming pools shall be instructed in water safety regardless of age or swimming capability.
	-	

	36.
	Wading pools shall be set up and maintained according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Wading pools shall be emptied and stored when not in use and shall be filled with clean water before each use.
	-	

	37.
	All pools above or in ground shall be equipped with at least one (1) of the following life saving devices:  ring buoy; rescue tube; flotation device with a rope; or a shepherd’s hook of sufficient length to cover the area.
	-	

	38.
	Hot tubs and spas not adjoined to an in-ground pool shall be required to have a safety cover that is locked when not in use.
	-	

	39.
	Swimming Pool Barrier Requirements:
A residential swimming pool barrier must have all of the following characteristics:
1. The barrier must be at least 4 feet high on the outside;
2. The barrier may not have any gaps, openings, indentations, protrusions, or structural components that could allow a young child to crawl under, squeeze through, or climb over;
3. The barrier must be place around the perimeter of the pool and must be separate from any fence, wall, or other enclosure surrounding the yard unless it is situated on the perimeter of the pool and is being used as part of the barrier and meets other barrier requirements in the section;
4. The barrier must be placed sufficiently away from the water’s edge to prevent a young child, who may have managed to penetrate the barrier, from immediately falling into the water.
	-	

	40.
	Gates that provide access to swimming pools must open outward, away from the pool, and be self-closing & equipped with a self-locking device, the release mechanism of which must be located on the pool side of the gate and so placed that it cannot be reached by a young child over the top or through any opening/gap. A wall of a dwelling may serve as part of the barrier of it does not contain any door or window that opens to provide access to the swimming pool. A barrier may not be located in a way that allows any permanent structure, equipment, or similar object to be used for climbing the barrier. 
	-	

	41.
	In Ground Swimming Pools:
A residential swimming pool must meet at least one of the following requirements relating to pool safety features:
1. The pool must be isolated from access to a home by an enclosure that meets the pool barrier requirements of 515.29 F.S.
2. The pool must be equipped with an approved safety pool cover. 
3. All doors and windows providing direct access from the home to the pool must be equipped with an exit alarm that has a minimum sound pressure rating of 85 dB A at 10 feet. 
4. All doors providing direct access from the home to the pool must be equipped with a self-closing, self-latching device with a release mechanism placed no lower than 54 inches above the floor 
5.     A swimming pool alarm that, when placed in a pool, sounds an alarm     upon detection of an accidental or unauthorized entrance into the water.  Such pool alarm must meet and be independently certified to ASTM Standard F2208. 
	-	

	42.
	Above Ground Swimming Pools:
If the sides of an above ground pool are 4 feet tall, they may be used as the barrier for that pool. Above ground pools with steps or ladders shall have them secured, locked, or removed when the pool is not in use. If the pool cannot be emptied after each use, the pool shall have a working pump and filtering system.
	-	



Initial Standards Checklist 65C-13:
Narrative: Note any violations related to the above compliance requirements, any concerns or significant activity (e.g., investigations, corrective action plan, etc.) that would impact the recommendation.
If this is already documented in the UHS, refer to the UHS. There is no need to duplicate information.
	Click here to enter text.

Recommendations: Note capacity, restrictions, ages, gender and any other information pertinent to the recommendation or utilization for the home to be licensed.
	Click here to enter text.

All documentation, background screening, and other elements required under s.409.175, F.S., and 65C-13 F.A.C., for issuance of a family foster home license are in compliance and have been completed, compiled and reviewed by the undersigned on behalf of the Licensed Child Placing Agency (Supervising Agency) and support that this application packet for licensure should be approved.


													
Signature of Counselor (Supervising Agency)	Date		Signature of Supervisor (Supervising Agency)	Date
CF-FSP 5358,  Nov 2016   [65C-13.025, F.A.C.]		Page 1 of 5
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