




SPECIES CONSERVATION MEASURES AND PERMITTING GUIDELINES 

Distribution and Survey Methodology 

Ospreys can be found in all counties in 

Florida and breeding pairs occur along both 

the Atlantic and Gulf of America coasts, 

and in the central lakes region of the state (FWC 

2003). 

County List: All counties in Florida. 

Recommended Survey Methodology 

Surveys are not required but can be used to 

determine if nests contain eggs or young. 

Nests are large, conspicuous, and usually in a 

tree or man-made structure that provides a 

site high off the ground to deter predators 

(Figure 2). When a nest is present, it is 

important to distinguish if it is an eagle nest 

or an osprey nest and to document 

observations of the nest and surrounding 

area. Indications of an active osprey nest 

include fish bones and parts on the ground, 
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an osprey bringing fish to the nest, a pair of ospreys in or around the nest, and aggressive behavior of an 

osprey towards other birds in the surrounding area. Adults may continue building the nest (bring sticks) even 

if eggs are present and incubation has begun (Bierregaard et al. 2016). 

Bald eagles and ospreys nest in similar habitat and both construct large nests made up of sticks. Ospreys 

occasionally utilize old eagle nests (Ellis 1993); if you are unsure if the nest is an osprey or eagle nest, you 

may contact FWC regional offices or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 

Unmanned aerial systems (UAS, i.e., drones) can be a useful tool for confirming nest status. Before 

commencing aerial surveys, carefully observe from the ground for the presence of adults, young, or other 

signs of breeding activity. Ospreys aggressively defend active nests, and have been documented colliding 

with an UAS and knocking it out of the air, which can result in both injuries to the bird and damage to the 

equipment (Junda et al. 2015). Two operators are recommended to conduct an aerial survey; one to operate 

the UAS and the other to lookout for adult ospreys. There are no recommendations on altitude or duration, 

however, if you find that the nest is active or adults are seen in the area, immediately cease the aerial survey. 

Recommended Conservation Practices 

Recommendations are general measures that could benefit the species but are not required. No FWC permit 

is required to conduct these activities. 

General Conservation Recommendations 

• Dispose of monofilaments properly to minimize entanglements or swallowing of hooks, weights, and

plastics that may be attached to the line. Information on the FWC's Monofilament Recovery and

Recycling Program can be found at mrrp.myfwc.com.

• After removal of an osprey nest, replace with a structure of comparable or better quality. Ospreys
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