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A) Curriculum and Standards

INTRODUCTION

State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09441, Florida Administrative Code (FAC), requires that programs and courses funded through the Florida

Education Finance Program (FEFP) and courses or programs for which students may earn credit toward high school graduation must be listed in
the Course Code Directory (CCD). The course code numbers are essential in the collection of information for use by decision-makers in the
following areas:

arLdPE

Program planning and evaluation at the state level;

Cost reporting at the school, district, and postsecondary levels;

Course identification at the school, district, postsecondary, and state levels;

Provision of information to local, state, and federal education and legislative agencies; and
Fiscal and program audits.

The rule requires that school, district, and postsecondary personnel use this Directory when:

1.

2.
3.
4.

Scheduling students into any PreK-12 course, adult general education course, or postsecondary career and technical education
course;

Aggregating student assignments for course data;

Identifying courses which may be used to fulfill graduation and program completion requirements; and

Determining appropriate educator certification for specified courses.

SUBMITTING A NEW COURSE

To submit a new course to be reviewed by the Florida Department of Education (DOE) for inclusion in the CCD:

1) Access a course submission form on the CCD website: http://www.fldoe.org/articulation/CCD/default.asp. Note: Please be sure to obtain
the signature(s) required on the form.

2) Develop a comprehensive course description that follows the general template of examples found at
http://www.cpalms.org/Courses/CourseDescriptionSearch.aspx. Note: Please be sure you use the most current state standards, as

adopted. The Florida standards are located online at http://www.cpalms.org/standards/FL StandardSearch.aspx.

3) Submit the required information to the DOE:

9/5/13

¢ Email the course submission form, course description, and evidence of school board approval to trinity.colson@fldoe.org.
e Mail the original, signed documents to:



https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.09441
http://www.fldoe.org/articulation/CCD/default.asp
http://www.cpalms.org/Courses/CourseDescriptionSearch.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/standards/FLStandardSearch.aspx
mailto:trinity.colson@fldoe.org

Trinity Colson

Manager, Course Code Directory
Florida Department of Education
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1401
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400

NEXT GENERATION SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS

The DOE, with assistance from education stakeholders throughout the state, developed the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS)
that identify what Florida public school students should know and be able to do. The benchmarks are in the subject areas of mathematics beyond
college and career ready (calculus, discrete mathematics, and financial literacy), science, social studies, the arts (dance, music, theatre, and visual
arts), health education, physical education, world languages, gifted education and special education skills. In addition, Florida adopted Common
Core State Standards in mathematics, language arts, and literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects in July 2010 and will be
fully implemented this year. Beginning in 2014-15, statewide assessments will be aligned to these new standards. The Common Core (CC)
standards may be accessed at http://www.cpalms.org/Standards/Common_Core Standards.aspx. These standards describe the level of student
achievement for which the state will hold schools accountable for students’ learning. The domains, strands, standards, and benchmarks which
comprise the NGSSS (CC) are authorized by Section 1003.41, F.S., and are adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE). Rule 6A-1.09401,
EAC, requires public schools to provide appropriate instruction to assist students in the achievement of these standards. Section 1008.25, F.S.,
requires each district school board to incorporate the NGSSS (CC) into the district student progression plan.

NOTE: Students enrolled in 2014-2015 courses in English/Language Arts and/or Mathematics that include the Common Core State Standards will
be assessed on statewide assessments that measure student success in mastering these same standards. Students will be required to earn
passing scores or have the results of the assessments included in course grade averages to meet high school graduation requirements.

GRADE WEIGHTING/COURSE LEVELS

For purposes of class ranking, Section 1007.271, F.S., authorizes district school boards to exercise a weighted grading system. Districts and
colleges must weigh dual enrollment courses the same as Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), and Advanced International
Certificate of Education (AICE) courses when grade point averages are calculated, as required by Section 1007.271(18), F.S. Alternative grade
calculation or weighting systems that discriminate against dual enroliment courses are prohibited. Courses designated as Level 3 courses in the
CCD are those courses containing rigorous academic curriculum and performance standards as determined by the DOE, pursuant to Section
1009.531(3), F.S.

WORLD LANGUAGES

Middle /Junior (M/J) Course Sequencing: It is each district school board's responsibility to determine high school world language placement policies
for those students who complete the M/J World Languages two-course or three-course sequence in middle school. Districts may use the high
school world language course number (s) for middle school students who will be awarded high school credit for successfully completing the course
and passing the end-of-course (EOC) examination.

9/5/13 -6-
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MULTIPLE-CREDIT COURSES

Multiple-credit courses are available in some areas of the CCD. Districts are required to ensure that student achievement expectations are raised
as the student progresses through the sequence. The Department has not set a limit on the number of times such a course may be used, with the
exception of courses in Section 4 identified as “Access” courses for students with significant cognitive disabilities. Access courses listed as

multiple-credit can be awarded up to 2.0 credits maximum.
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http://www.fldoe.org/articulation/CCD/files/1314CCDESEPK-12.pdf

B) Educator Certification

HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) places a major emphasis on highly qualified teachers (HQT). This federal law establishes
requirements for determining if a teacher meets the criteria for being reported as “highly qualified” under NCLB. It is important to note that current
Florida Statutes and SBE Rules relating to the classification of teachers reported for Florida purposes as “in-field,” “qualified,” or “out-of-field” are not
the same as the federal highly qualified designation requirements. Thus, a teacher may be considered “in-field” pursuant to the requirements of the
CCD, but will not be classified as a HQT in the NCLB reporting.

ANY FIELD CERTIFICATION COVERAGE

Some courses listed in the CCD display the appropriate certification as “Any Field When Certificate Reflects Bachelor or Higher Degree” or “Any
Academic Coverage.” These coverages may not meet the requirements of NCLB “HQT” and will, therefore, be subject to review and change.
Consistent with the emphasis on educational reform and school improvement, districts and schools are encouraged to explore methods of offering
courses and programs in new and innovative ways to address their school improvement plans.

READING

K-6 or 1-6 remains the appropriate coverage to teach reading at the elementary or middle school (6" grade only) level. In order to teach a reading
course at the middle school (with the exception of a 6™ grade elementary education certified teacher teaching 6" grade reading) or high school level,
a teacher must be certified in reading or carry the reading endorsement on the certificate. The reading endorsement may only be added to a
certificate that reflects a Bachelor’s degree or higher.

Certification in Primary Education K-3 and Prekindergarten Primary PK-3 may also be appropriate coverages at those grade levels.

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL) CERTIFICATION, TRAINING, AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

As specified in the 1990 League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) et. al. v. the State Board of Education Consent Decree and Rule 6A-
1.0014, F.A.C., and other applicable SBE Rules, districts should report student membership data using the appropriate course numbers, FEFP cost
category, and instructional strategy used. Specific ESOL and Home Language in-service training and certification/endorsement requirements apply
to personnel assigned to serve English Language Learners (ELLS). Students identified as ELL should be enrolled in district ESOL programs as
described in the state-approved District ELL Plan and as prescribed in the 1990 ESOL Agreement and Sections 1003.56 and 1011.62, F.S. ELLs
enrolled in language arts, reading, mathematics, science, social studies, and computer literacy courses will generate ESOL-weighted funding,
provided ESOL or home language strategies are used in the course. Certification coverage and training requirements for instructional personnel
serving ELL students must be adjusted as indicated below.

1. The primary English/Language Arts taught to ELLs using ESOL strategies require:
a. K-12 ESOL Certification; or
b. appropriate coverage and level to teach English/Language Arts plus the ESOL Endorsement; or
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C. world language coverage plus the ESOL Endorsement; or

d. compliance with all in-service requirements that may be required under Rule 6A-6.0907, F.A.C.
2. Developmental Language Arts-Reading taught to ELLs using ESOL strategies require:
a. appropriate coverage and level, plus the ESOL Endorsement and Reading Endorsement; or
b. appropriate coverage and level, plus the ESOL Endorsement and K-12 Reading Certification; or
C. K-12 ESOL Certification plus Reading Endorsement; or
d. K-12 ESOL Certification plus Reading Certification; or
e. compliance with all in-service requirements that may be required under Rule 6A-6.0907, F.A.C.
3. Developmental Language Arts taught to ELLs using ESOL strategies require:
a. appropriate coverage and level, plus the ESOL Endorsement; or
b. K-12 ESOL Certification; or
C. compliance with all in-service requirements that may be required under Rule 6A-6.0907, F.A.C.
4, Core subjects: Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Computer Literacy taught to ELLS:
a. In accordance with the in-service requirements under Rule 6A-6.0907, F.A.C., core subjects taught in English using
ESOL strategies require the appropriate subject area coverage and level, and one of the following:
1. 60 in-service points in ESOL strategies as documented by the school district; or
2. 3 semester hours in ESOL strategies; or
3. ESOL endorsement; or
4, K-12 ESOL certification.
b. In accordance with the in-service requirements under Rule 6A-6.0907, F.A.C., core subjects (Mathematics, Science,

Social Studies, and Computer Literacy) taught in the home language using home language strategies require the
appropriate subject coverage and level, proficiency in the native language as evidenced by test or certification as
documented by the school district, and one of the following:

1. 60 in-service points in home language strategies; or
2 3 semester hours in home language strategies; or
3. ESOL endorsement; or
4 K-12 ESOL certification.
5. In accordance with the in-service requirements under Rule 6A-6.0907, F.A.C., all subjects taught to ELLs other than English,

Developmental Language Arts, Reading, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Computer Literacy using ESOL strategies
require the appropriate subject area coverage and level, and one of the following:

a. 18 in-service points in ESOL strategies as documented by the school district; or
b. 3 semester hours in ESOL strategies; or

C. ESOL endorsement; or

d K-12 ESOL certification.

HEALTH OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HOPE)

School districts have some flexibility in staffing for the HOPE Core Physical Education course (3026010). Depending upon staff available, school
districts can choose to staff this course with one teacher who is certified in both physical education and health education, OR they can choose to
have a physical education certified teacher and a health education certified teacher share the teaching responsibility for this course.
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PREKINDERGARTEN BASIC DEFINITIONS

Basic grades use the following definitions to determine appropriate course numbers for prekindergarten programs.
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District Head Start Programs: Any preschool program operated by the school district with Head Start funds. Staff qualifications appear in
Sections 3 and 4.

District Title 1. Any preschool program operated by the school district with Title 1 funds. Staff qualifications appear in Sections 3 and 4.

School Readiness Programs: Any program serving children below kindergarten age, including home-visitor programs for infants and
toddlers and their families that are operated with funds provided through an early-learning coalition. [These programs, when previously
supported through funds made directly available to school districts, were identified as Prekindergarten Early-Intervention Programs, Florida
First Start, or District-Operated Subsidized Child Care programs.]

Prekindergarten Other: Any other prekindergarten program operated by the local school district. Staff qualifications appear in Sections 3
and 4.

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program: Beginning with the 2005-06 school year, the VPK education program for children
attaining the age of four on or before September 1st, was implemented as provided by Sections 1(b) and (c), Article IX of the State
Constitution. School districts are required to provide a summer prekindergarten program. The credential requirements for staff differ
between the school-year and summer prekindergarten program. Staff qualifications appear below and in the Sections 3 and 4. For detailed
information visit http://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-4196/07-02att1.pdf.
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Staff Qualifications

Course Number:

Course Number:

5100580 Course Name: Voluntary Prekindergarten Education: School-Year Program

Qualification:

9/5/13

Child Development Associate (CDA) or CDA Equivalent.

Bachelor’'s degree or higher in any of the following areas: early childhood education, prekindergarten or primary education, preschool
education, or family and consumer science.

Bachelor’s degree or higher in elementary education, if teacher has been certified to teach children any age from birth through 6th
grade, regardless of whether certificate is current, as long as the certificate has not been revoked or suspended.

Associate’s degree or higher in child development.

An Associate’s or higher degree in an unrelated field, at least 6 credit hours in early childhood education or child development, and at
least 480 hours of experience in teaching or providing child-care services for children any age from birth through 8 years of age.
Educational credentials approved by the DOE as equivalent to, or greater than, the educational credentials described above.

The VPK implementing legislation authorizes the DOE to approve educational credentials for VPK instructors that are equivalent to, or
greater than, the prescribed Bachelor’s or Associate’s degrees noted above. Based on an analysis of the content requirements of
these and proposed degrees, the Department recommends the following as approved credentials for instructors in the school-year VPK
program: Bachelor’s (or higher) degree, ESE, Special Education, Mental Disabilities, Specific Learning Disabilities, Physically Impaired,
Varying Exceptionalities, Emotional Disabilities, Visually Impaired, Hearing Impaired, Speech-Language Pathology, Associate’s degree,
Early Childhood Education.

For each of the proposed Bachelor’'s and Associate’s degrees listed above, related competencies and skills (defined in terms of
applicable Florida Certification Coverages) are delineated in Attachments A and B found in Technical Assistance Paper (TAP) #07-01
Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Instructor Qualification.

Upon receipt of a written request and appropriate supporting documentation, the DOE will review any related Bachelor’'s degree area,
certification coverage, or Associate’s degree to determine the extent to which the proposed credential incorporates competencies and
skills equivalent to, or greater than, those delineated for other approved VPK instructor credentials at the Bachelor’s or Associate’s
degree levels. If a program serves children with disabilities as an inclusive setting, see page 43.

5100590 Course Name: Voluntary Prekindergarten Education: Summer Program

Quialification:

Certified teacher with a valid Florida educator certificate under Section 1012.56, F.S., with qualifications specified by the district school

board. Priority must be given to teachers who have experience or coursework in early childhood education.

A Bachelor’s degree or higher in any of the following areas: early childhood education, prekindergarten or primary education, preschool
education, or family and consumer science.

A Bachelor’s degree or higher in elementary education if the teacher has been certified to teach children any age from birth through 6th
grade, regardless of whether certificate is current, as long as the certificate has not been revoked or suspended.

If program serves children with disabilities as an inclusive setting, see page 43.
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C) Student Progression

LEGISLATIVE INTENT (Section 1008.25(1), F.S.)

It is the intent of the Legislature that each student's progression from one grade to another be determined, in part, upon satisfactory performance in
reading, writing, science, and mathematics; that district school board policies facilitate student achievement of proficiency; that each student and
his/her parent(s) be informed of that student's academic progress; and indicate that students have access to educational options that provide
academically challenging coursework or accelerated instruction pursuant to Section 1002.3105, F.S.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR STUDENT PROGRESSION (Section 1008.25(2)(a) and (b), F.S.)

Each district is required to adopt a comprehensive plan for student progression, which must include standards for evaluating each student's
performance, including mastery of the state standards [Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (Common Core)]. The plan must also provide
specific levels of performance in reading, writing, science, and mathematics at each grade level that include the levels of performance on statewide
assessments (as established by the Commissioner) at which a student must receive remediation or be retained.

RETENTION PLACEMENT (Section 1008.25(2)(b) and (c), F.S.)

If a student is retained, it must be within an intensive program, different from the previous year's program, which takes into account the student's
learning style. The plan must provide for appropriate alternative placement for a student who has been retained two or more years.

ACADEMICALLY CHALLENGING CURRICULUM TO ENHANCE LEARNING (ACCEL) OPTIONS (Section 1008.25(2)(e)-(q), F.S.)
The district student progression plan must:

o List the student eligibility and procedural requirements established by the school district for whole-grade promotion, mid-year promotion, and
subject-matter acceleration that would result in a student attending a different school, pursuant to Section 1002.3105(2)(b), F.S.

¢ Notify parents and students or the school district’s process by which a parent may request student participation in whole-grade promotion,
mid-year promotion, or subject-matter acceleration that would result in a student attending a different school, pursuant to Section
1002.3105(4)(b)2, F.S.

e Advise parents and students that additional ACCEL options may be available at the student’s school, pursuant to Section 1002.3105, F.S.

e Advise parents and students to contact the principal at the student’s school for information related to student eligibility requirements for
whole-grade promotion, mid-year promotion, and subject-matter acceleration when the promotion or acceleration occurs within the
principal’s school; virtual instruction in higher grade level subjects; and any other ACCEL options offered by the principal, pursuant to
Section 1002.3105(2)(a), F.S.

e Advise parents and students to contact the principal at the student’s school for information related to the school’s process by which a parent
may request student participation in whole-grade promotion, mid-year promotion, and subject-matter acceleration when the promotion or
acceleration occurs within the principal’s school; virtual instruction in higher grade level subjects; and any other ACCEL options offered by
the principal, pursuant to Section 1002.3105(4)(b)1, F.S.

e Advise parents and students of the early graduation option under Section 1003.4281, F.S.

e List, or incorporate by reference, all dual enrollment courses contained within the dual enrollment articulation agreement established
pursuant to Section 1007.271(21), F.S.
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ALLOCATION OF REMEDIAL RESOURCES (Section 1008.25(3), F.S.)

Districts must allocate remedial and supplemental instruction resources first to students who are deficient in reading at the end of third grade and
next to students who fail to meet performance levels required for promotion, consistent with the district’s student progression plan as required in
Section 1008.25(2)(b), F.S.

ASSESSMENT (Section 1008.25(4)(a), F.S.)

Each student must participate in statewide, standardized assessment tests as required by Section 1008.22, F.S. In addition, each elementary
school must regularly assess the reading ability of each K-3 student as required by Section 1002.20(11), F.S.

In accordance with Rule 6A-1.0943(5), F.A.C., Statewide Assessment for Students with Disabilities, students with disabilities who have an Individual
Educational Plan (IEP) may be eligible for consideration of a special exemption from participation in statewide assessments, including the alternate
assessment, under extraordinary circumstances. Extraordinary circumstances are events or conditions that prevent the student from physically
demonstrating the mastery of skills that have been acquired and are measured by statewide assessments. A learning, emotional, behavioral, or
significant cognitive disability or the receipt of services through the homebound or hospitalized program in accordance with Rule 6A-6.03020,
F.A.C., does not, in and of itself, constitute extraordinary circumstance. Extraordinary circumstances are physical conditions that affect a student’s
ability to communicate in modes deemed acceptable for statewide assessments, creating a situation where the results of administration of a
statewide assessment would reflect a student’s impaired sensory, manual or speaking skills rather than the student’s achievement.

A request for consideration of this special exemption must be submitted to the Commissioner in writing from the district school superintendent no
later than thirty (30) school days prior to the assessment administration window and must include the documentation specified in Rule 6A-1.0943(5),
F.A.C.

REMEDIATION (Section 1008.25(4)(a), (b) and (c), F.S.)

Students who fail to meet performance expectations on the required assessments, as determined by the district school board, or who scores below
Level 3 on FCAT 2.0 Reading or FCAT 2.0 Mathematics, must be provided with an additional diagnostic assessment to determine the nature of the
student's difficulty, the areas of academic need, and strategies for appropriate intervention and instruction. The school must develop and
implement, in consultation with the parent, a Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP). A PMP is intended to provide the school district and the school
flexibility in meeting the academic needs of the student and reduce paperwork. A student who is not meeting the school district or state
requirements for proficiency in reading and mathematics shall be covered by one of the following plans to target instruction and identify ways to
improve his/her academic achievement:

e afederally-required student plan;

e aschool-wide system of progress monitoring for all students; or

e an individualized PMP.

The plan chosen must be designed to assist the student in meeting state and district expectations for proficiency. If the student has been identified
as having a deficiency in reading, the K-12 comprehensive reading plan required by Section 1011.62(9), F.S., shall include instructional and support
services to be provided for the student to meet the desired levels of performance. District school boards may require low-performing students to
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attend remediation programs held before or after regular school hours or during the summer, upon the request of the school principal, if
transportation is provided.

Upon subsequent evaluation, if the documented deficiency has not been remediated, the student may be retained. Each student who does not
meet the minimum performance expectations defined by the Commissioner of Education for the statewide assessment tests in reading, writing,
science, and mathematics must continue to be provided with remedial or supplemental instruction until the expectations are met or the student
graduates from high school or is no longer subject to compulsory school attendance.

ELIMINATION OF SOCIAL PROMOTION (Section 1008.25(6)(a), F.S.)

No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that constitute social promotion.

ELEMENTARY INTENSIVE READING INSTRUCTION (Section 1008.25(5)(a), F.S.)

Any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading, based upon locally-determined or statewide assessments conducted in kindergarten,
grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3, or through teacher observations, must be given intensive reading instruction immediately following the identification of
the reading deficiency. The student’s reading proficiency must be reassessed by locally-determined assessments or through teacher observations
at the beginning of the grade following intensive reading instruction. The student must continue to be provided with intensive reading instruction
until the reading deficiency is remedied.

PARENTAL NOTIFICATION (Section 1008.25(5)(c), F.S.)

The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading must be notified in writing:

e that the child has a substantial reading deficiency.

e of a description of current and proposed supplemental instructional services provided to the child to remediate the reading deficiency.

¢ that, if the child's reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of third grade, the child must be retained unless he/she is exempt from
mandatory retention for good cause.

e Of strategies for parents to use in helping their child succeed.

¢ that the FCAT 2.0 is not the sole determiner of promotion and that additional evaluations, portfolio reviews, and assessments are
available to assist parents and districts in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and ready for grade promotion.

e of the district's specific criteria and policies for mid-year promotion.

As specified in Section 1002.20(11), F.S., the parental notification requirements in Section 1008.25, F.S., are reinforced as a parent and student
right, requiring that the parent of any K-3 student who exhibits a reading deficiency must be immediately notified of the student’s deficiency with a
description and explanation, in terms understandable to the parent, of the exact nature of the student’s difficulty in learning and lack of achievement
in reading. The parent must be consulted in the development of a Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP), as described in Section 1008.25(4)(b), F.S.,
and must be informed that the student will be given intensive reading instruction until the deficiency is corrected.
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THIRD GRADE RETENTION (Section 1008.25(5)(b), F.S.)

If a student's reading deficiency is not remedied by the end of third grade, as demonstrated by scoring at Level 2 or higher on the FCAT 2.0 in
reading for grade 3, the student must be retained.

Good Causes Exemptions to Third Grade Retention (Section 1008.25(6)(b)1.-6., F.S.)

A student can only be exempted from third grade retention for the following good causes:

Limited English Proficient (LEP) students with less than two years of ESOL instruction;

Students with disabilities whose IEP indicates participation in FCAT 2.0 is not appropriate;

Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alternative standardized reading or English Language Arts
assessment approved by the SBE (DOE Note: SAT, ITBS, Terranova);

A student who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he/she is performing at least at a Level 2 performance on the FCAT
Reading or common core English Language Arts assessment;

Students with disabilities who participate in FCAT Reading or the common core English Language Arts assessment, and who have an
IEP or a 504 plan that reflects that the student has received intensive remediation in reading and English Language Arts for more than
two years, but still demonstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in Grades K-3; or,

Students who have received intensive remediation in reading or English Language Arts for two or more years but still demonstrate a
deficiency, and who were previously retained in K-3 for a total of two years. Intensive instruction for students so promoted must include
an altered instructional day that includes specialized diagnostic information and specific reading strategies for each student.

Procedures for Good Causes Exemptions to Third Grade Retention (Section 1008.25(6)(c), F.S.)

Requests for good cause exemptions from third grade retention must be made consistent with the following:

Documentation is submitted by the teacher to the school principal that indicates the promotion is appropriate and based upon the
student's academic record. In order to minimize paperwork, documentation need only consist of the existing PMP, IEP, and, if
applicable, report card or student portfolio.

The principal must review and discuss such recommendations with the teacher and determine if the student should be promoted. If the
school principal determines that the student should be promoted, the principal must recommend it in writing to the district superintendent.
The district superintendent must accept or reject the school principal's recommendation in writing.

Successful Progression of Retained Third Grade Readers (Section 1008.25(7)(a) and (b), F.S.)

Retained students must be provided intensive interventions in reading to ameliorate the students’ specific reading deficiency, as identified by a valid
and reliable diagnostic assessment. This intensive intervention must include:
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effective instructional strategies
participation in summer reading camp
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e appropriate teaching methodologies necessary to assist those students in becoming successful readers
¢ the determination that students are able to read at or above grade level and are ready for promotion to the next grade.

The district must:

e Provide students who are retained with intensive instructional services and supports to remediate identified areas of reading deficiency,
including participation in the school district's summer reading camp and a minimum of 90 minutes of daily, uninterrupted, research-based
reading instruction which includes phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension and other strategies prescribed
by the school district, which may include, but are not limited to:

o Integration of science and social studies content within the 90-minute block
small-group instruction
reduced teacher-student ratios
more frequent progress monitoring
tutoring or mentoring
transition classes containing third and fourth grade students
extended school day, week, or year

O O O 0O O O

Parental Notification for Retained Third Grade Students (Section 1008.25(7)(b)2., F.S.)

Each district must provide written notification to the parent(s) of any mandatorily-retained student that the child has not met the proficiency level
required for promotion and the reason(s) the child is not eligible for a good-cause exemption. The notification must comply with the new provisions
of Section 1002.20(15), F.S., and must include a description of proposed interventions and support that will be provided to the child to remediate the
identified areas of reading deficiency.

Mid-year Promotion for Retained Third Grade Students (Section 1008.25(7)(b)3., F.S.)

Districts must implement a policy for the mid-year promotion of any retained student who can demonstrate that he/she is a successful and
independent reader and performing at or above grade level in reading and English Language Arts. (Note: Mid-year promotion means promotion of
a retained student at any time during the year of retention once the student has demonstrated ability to read at grade level. Section 1008.25(5)(c)7.,
E.S.) Tools that school districts may use in reevaluating any student retained may include subsequent assessments, alternative assessments, or
portfolio reviews, in accordance with rules of the SBE.

Parental Notification of Instructional Options for Retained Third Grade Students (Section 1008.25(7)(b)4, F.S.)

Students who are retained in third grade must be provided with a highly effective teacher as determined by the teacher’s performance evaluation.

Intensive Acceleration Class for Retained Third Grade Students (Section 1008.25(7)(b)5, F.S.)

Each district must establish at each school, when applicable, an Intensive Acceleration Class for retained third grade students who subsequently
score Level 1 on the required statewide, standardized assessment. The focus of the Intensive Acceleration Class is to increase a child's reading
and English Language Arts skill level at least two grade levels in one school year.
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The Intensive Acceleration Class must:

e Dbe provided to any retained third grade students who score Level 1 on FCAT Reading or the common core English Language Arts

assessment and who was retained in third grade the prior year because of scoring Level 1.

have a reduced teacher-student ratio (Note: the teacher-student ratio is not defined, but it must be lower than other third grade classes.).

provide uninterrupted reading instruction for the majority of student contact time each day.

incorporate opportunities to master the grade four state standards in other core subject areas.

use a reading program that is scientifically research-based and has proven results in accelerating student reading achievement within the

same school year.

e provide intensive language and vocabulary instruction using a scientifically, research-based program, including use of a speech language
therapist (Note: This provision does not mandate the use of a speech language pathologist but rather allows the speech language
pathologist to be involved in designing the Intensive Accelerated Class and, through multi-stream funding, perhaps work with certain
students whose diagnosed reading deficiencies might best be addressed by a speech language pathologist.).

ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS (Section 1008.25(8)(a) and (b), F.S.)

Each district school board must annually report to the parent(s) of each student on the progress of the student toward achieving state and district
expectations for proficiency in reading, writing, science and mathematics. The district school board must report to the parent(s) on the student’s
results on each statewide assessment test. The evaluation of each student’s progress must be based upon the student’s classroom work,
observations, tests, district and state assessments, and other relevant information. Progress reporting must be provided to the parent(s) in writing
in a format adopted by the district school board.

Each school board must annually publish on the district website and in the local newspaper, the following information on the prior school year:

The provisions of law relating to student progression and the school board's policies and procedures on student retention and promotion.
By grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3-10 performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the reading FCAT.

By grade, the number and percentage of all students retained in grades 3-10.

Information on the total number of students who were promoted for good cause, by each category of good cause.

Any revisions to the district school board's policy on student retention and promotion from the prior year.
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D) Middle Grades Promotion

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS ENTERING MIDDLE SCHOOL IN THE 2006-2007 SCHOOL YEAR AND
THEREAFTER

Promotion from a school composed of middle grades 6, 7, and 8 requires that students must successfully complete academic courses as follows:

9/5/13

1.

English - 3 middle school or higher courses
These courses must emphasize literature, composition, and technical text.

Mathematics - 3 middle school or higher courses

Each middle school must offer at least one high school-level mathematics course for which students may earn high school credit.
Successful completion of a high school level Algebra 1 or Geometry course is contingent on a student passing the end-of-course
(EOC) assessment required under Section 1008.22(3)(b)(1., F.S.

Social Studies - 3 middle school or higher courses

One semester of these courses must include the study of state and federal government and civics education. Beginning with
students entering grade 6 in the 2012-2013 school year, one of these courses must be at least a one-semester civics education
course that a student successfully completes in accordance with Section 1008.22(3)(b)(3.), F.S., and that includes the roles and
responsibilities of federal, state, and local governments; the structures and functions of the legislative, executive, and judicial
branches of government; and the meaning and significance of historic documents, such as the Articles of the Confederation, the
Declaration of Independence, and the Constitution of the United States.

During the 2012-2013 school year, an end-of-course assessment in civics education was administered as a field test at the middle
school level. During the 2013-2014 school year, each student’s performance on the statewide, standardized end-of-course
assessment in civics education shall constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course grade.

Science - 3 middle school or higher courses
Successful completion of a high school level Biology 1 course is contingent upon the student passing the Biology 1 EOC
assessment.

Statewide, standardized EOC assessments in Mathematics and Science will be administered to students based on when the student
completes the applicable curriculum (such as Algebra 1, Geometry, or Biology 1). This means that some students may be required
to take more than one statewide assessment for a given grade-level (e.g., having to take both the Grade 8 FCAT 2.0 Mathematics
and an Algebra 1 EOC assessment). High school graduation requirements are based on the school year in which the student enters
grade nine.

Career and Education Planning — to be completed in 6", 7", or 8th grade
The course must be taught by any member of the instructional staff and must result in a completed, personalized academic and
career plan for the student; must emphasize technology or the application of technology in career fields; and, beginning with the
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2014-15 academic year, must include information from the Department of Economic Opportunity’s economic security report as
described in Section 445.07, F.S.

The required personalized academic and career plan must inform students of high school graduation requirements, high school
assessment and college entrance test requirements, Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program requirements, state university and
Florida College System institution admission requirements, and programs through which a high school student can earn college
credit, including Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, Advanced International Certificate of Education, dual enrollment,
career academy and career-themed course opportunities, and courses that lead to national industry certification.

Each student shall complete a personal education plan that must be signed by the student and the student’s parent.

A student with a disability, as defined in Section 1007.02(2), F.S., for whom the individual education plan team determines that an
EOC assessment cannot accurately measure the student’s abilities, taking into consideration all allowable accommodations, shall
have the EOC assessment results waiver for purposes of determining the student’s course grade and completing the requirements
for middle grades promaotion.

Each school must inform parents about the course curriculum and activities.

Physical Education — One semester of physical education is required each year for students enrolled in grades 6-8. The following
waiver options are available:
1) The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course
2) The student’s parent indicates in writing to the school that:
a) the parent requests that the student enroll in another course from among those courses offered as options by
the school district;
-OR-
b) the student is participating in physical activities outside the school day which are equal to or in excess of the
mandated requirement.

District school boards are required, by Florida Statute, to notify parents of the waiver options annually prior to the scheduling of classes for the
following school year.

INTENSIVE INTERVENTION (Section 1003.4156(2), F.S.)

For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or 2 on FCAT 2.0 Reading, the following year the student must enroll in and complete a remedial
course or a content area course in which remediation strategies are incorporated into course content delivery. For each year in which a student
scores at Level 1 or 2 on FCAT 2.0 Mathematics, the following year the student must receive remediation which may be integrated into the student’s
required mathematics courses.
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REQUIRED INSTRUCTION (Section 1003.42, F.S.)

Each district school board shall provide all courses required for middle grades promotion, high school graduation, and appropriate instruction
designed to ensure that all students have the opportunity to meet SBE-adopted standards in the following subject areas: reading and other
language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, world languages, health and physical education, and the arts.

AVID (ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION) COURSES
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is an elective class that provides support for students in the AVID program through curricular and
mentoring activities. AVID courses are designed to provide students with academic instruction and other support who are taking college

preparatory or advanced courses at the high school level. These courses are listed in the Grades PreK to 12 Education section (see Section 3) of
the Course Code Directory.

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL GRADING SYSTEM (Section 1003.437, F.S.)

The grading system and interpretation of letter grades used for students in public schools in grades 6-12 shall be as follows:

Grade "A" equals 90 percent through 100 percent, has a grade-point average value of 4, and is defined as “outstanding progress.”
Grade “B” equals 80 percent through 89 percent, has a grade-point average value of 3, and is defined as “above-average progress.”
Grade “C” equals 70 percent through 79 percent, has a grade-point average value of 2, and is defined as “average progress.”
Grade “D” equals 60 percent through 69 percent, has a grade-point average value of 1, and is defined as “lowest acceptable
progress.”

Grade “F” equals 0 (zero) percent through 59 percent, has a grade-point average value of 0 (zero), and is defined as “failure.”

e Grade “I” equals 0 (zero) percent, has a grade-point average value of 0 (zero), and is defined as “incomplete.”

For purposes of class ranking, district school boards may exercise a weighted grading system pursuant to Section 1007.271, F.S.
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E) Graduation Requirements for Grades PreK to 12, Adult, and Special Programs

DISTRICT POLICIES TO ASSIST STUDENTS IN MEETING GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Each district school board must establish policies to assist students in meeting graduation requirements, as authorized by Section 1003.428(4)(d),
E.S. These policies may include, but are not limited to:

forgiveness policies;

summer school;

before or after school attendance;

special counseling;

volunteers or peer tutors;

school-sponsored help sessions;

homework hotlines; and

study skills classes.

Forgiveness policies for required courses shall be limited to replacing a grade of "D" or "F," or the equivalent of a grade of “D” or “F,” with a grade of
"C" or higher, or the equivalent of a grade of “C” or higher, earned subsequently in the same or comparable course. Forgiveness policies for
elective courses shall be limited to replacing a grade of "D" or "F," or the equivalent of a grade of “D” or “F,” with a grade of "C" or higher, or the
equivalent of a grade of “C” or higher, earned subsequently in another course.

The only exception to these forgiveness policies shall be made for a student in the middle grades who takes any high school course for high school
credit and earns a grade of “C,” “D,” or “F” or the equivalent of a grade of “C,” “D,” or “F.” In such cases, the district forgiveness policy must allow
the replacement of the grade with a grade of “C” or higher, or the equivalent of a grade of “C” or higher, earned subsequently in the same or
comparable course. In all cases of grade forgiveness, only the new grade shall be used in the calculation of the student’s grade point average. Any
course grade not replaced according to a district forgiveness policy shall be included in the calculation of the cumulative grade point average
required for graduation.

For technical assistance related to forgiveness policies and end-of-course (EOC) assessments, please refer to the DOE Senate Bill 4
Implementation website at http://www.fldoe.org/Bll/sb4i.asp.

Rule 6A-1.0955(3), FAC, requires each school district to keep a record of courses taken and a record of achievement, such as grades, unit, or
certification of competence. Student records cannot be altered at any time unless it has been determined that the information is inaccurate or in
violation of the privacy or other rights of the student. All courses and grades must be included on the student’s transcript. The authority for the
school board to adopt a forgiveness policy does not provide the authority to alter a student’s record to delete the forgiven course and grade. The
forgiveness policy authorization is for the express purpose of assisting students in meeting the requirements necessary to graduate from high
school, including a minimum grade point average and successful completion of academic credit or curriculum requirements. The school board does
not have the authority to purge that student’s record to delete the first grade. All forgiven courses and grades must be included on a student’s
transcript as an accurate reflection of the student’s record of achievement.
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION PROGRAM (Section 1003.428, F.S.)

Sections 1003.428 and 1003.438, F.S., identify state minimum graduation requirements for Grades PreK to 12, adult students, and students with
disabilities who are to be awarded a standard high school diploma by any public school. The state has specified a total number of credits that
students shall earn in certain subject areas.

Beginning with students entering grade nine in the 2011-12 school year, at least one course within the 24 credits required within Section 1003.428,
E.S., must be completed through online learning. A school district may not require a student to take the online course outside the school day or in
addition to a student’s courses for a given semester. However, an online course taken during grades 6-8 fulfills this requirement. This requirement
shall be met through an online course offered by the Florida Virtual School, an online course offered by the high school, or an online dual enroliment
course. This requirement does not apply to a student who has an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) under Section 1003.57, F.S., which indicates
that an online course would be inappropriate or a student who is enrolled in a Florida high school and has less than one (1) academic year
remaining in high school. A student who is enrolled in a full-time or part-time virtual instruction program under Section 1002.45, F.S., also meets
this requirement.

Section 1008.30, F.S., requires students who score specified levels on the 10™ grade FCAT or the Algebra 1 assessment to take the common
placement test and students whose scores are not at or above the stated identified minimum must complete postsecondary preparatory instruction.

The Credit Acceleration Program (CAP) is available for the purpose of allowing a secondary student to earn high school credit in Algebra 1, Algebra
2, Geometry, U,S, History or Biology. A school district must award course credit to a student who is not enrolled in the course, or who has not
completed the course, if the student attains a score indicating satisfactory performance on the corresponding statewide, standardized assessment.
A school district must permit a student who is not enrolled in the course, or who has not completed the course, to take the assessment during
regular administration of the assessment as specified in s. 1003.4295, F.S.

A student may have the option of early graduation if the student earns 24 credits and meets the graduation requirements in Sections 1003.428 or
1003.4282, F.S. “Early graduation” means graduation from high school in less than eight (8) semesters or the equivalent. Each school district shall:
e Specify a policy that provides a high school student the option of early graduation. Each school district shall notify the parent of a student
who is eligible to graduate early. A school district may not prohibit a student who meets the requirements of this section from graduating

early.

e Provide that a student who graduates early may continue to participate in school activities and social events and attend and patrticipate in
graduation events with the student’s cohort, as if the student were still enrolled in high school. A student who graduates early will be
included in class ranking, honors, and award determinations for the student’s cohort. A student who graduates early must comply with
district school board rules and policies regarding access to the school facilities and grounds during normal operating hours.

If eligible for a Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program award under Sections 1009.53-1009.538, F.S., a student who graduates from high
school midyear may receive an initial award in the spring term following the student’s graduation.

For the 2013-2014 school year, statutory requirements and other resources relating to high school graduation may be viewed on the
Graduation Requirements website at http://www.fldoe.org/bii/studentpro/grad-require.asp.
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STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE NINE IN 2012-13 SCHOOL YEAR

Subject Area

Graduation Requirements of 24-Credit

Program

Graduation Requirements of Three
Year, 18-Credit College Preparatory
Program

Graduation Requirements of Three
Year, 18-Credit Career Preparatory
Program

English 4 credits with major concentration in 4 credits with major concentration in 4 credits with major concentration in
composition, reading for information, and composition and literature composition and literature
literature

Mathematics 4 credits, one of which must be Algebra 1 or | 4 credits, one of which must be Algebra | 4 credits, one of which must be Algebra
its equivalent, one of which must be 1 or its equivalent, one of which must be | 1 or its equivalent, one of which must be
Geometry or its equivalent, and one of Geometry or its equivalent, and one of Geometry or its equivalent, and one of
which must be Algebra 2 or its equivalent which must be Algebra 2 or its which must be Algebra 2 or its

equivalent equivalent
Science 3 credits in science, two of which must have | 3 credits in science, two of which must 3 credits in science, two of which must

a laboratory component and one of which
must be Biology 1 or an equivalent course
or a series of courses

have a laboratory component and one of
which must be Biology 1 or an
equivalent course or a series of courses

have a laboratory component and one of
which must be Biology 1 or an
equivalent course or a series of courses

Social Studies

1 credit World History

1 credit U.S. History

.5 credit U.S. Government
.5 credit Economics

1 credit World History

1 credit U.S. History

.5 credit U.S. Government
.5 credit Economics

1 credit World History

1 credit U.S. History

.5 credit U.S. Government
.5 credit Economics

World Languages

Not required for high school graduation; but
required for admission into state universities

2 credits in the same language or
demonstrated proficiency in a second
language

Not Required

Fine Arts and Performing
Arts, Speech and Debate, or
Practical Arts

1 credit in Fine or Performing Arts, Speech

and Debate, or Practical Arts (eligible

courses specified in Course Code Directory)

Not Required

Not Required

Physical Education

1 credit in Physical Education to include the

integration of Health

Not Required

Not Required

Electives

8 credits

2 credits in electives

3 credits in single vocational/career
education program and 1 elective credit
or 3 credits in single career/technical
certificate dual enrollment and 1 elective
credit or 4 credits in vocational/career
education (including 3 credits in one
sequential career and technical
education program)

Total

24 credits

18 credits

18 credits

Grade Point Average (GPA)
Requirements

Cumulative GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale

Cumulative GPA of 3.5 0n a 4.0 scale in
required courses and a weighted or
unweighted grade that earns at least 3.0
points or its equivalent in each of the 18
required credits

Cumulative weighted GPA of 3.0 on a
4.0 scale in the required courses and a
weighted or unweighted grade that
earns at least 2.0 points or its equivalent
in each of the 18 required credits

State Assessment

+ Students must earn passing scores on the Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Reading (or scores that are concordant with the passing scores on
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Requirements

the Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Reading). * Students must earn a passing score or attain an equivalent score on the Algebra 1, Geometry,
and Biology 1 EOC Assessment in order to earn course credit. If enrolled in U.S. History or U.S. History Honors in the 2012-13
school year or thereafter, the final grade must include a minimum of 30 percent of the U.S. History EOC Assessment.

Special Notese All courses earned toward the three-year, 18-credit college preparatory program must satisfy admission requirements for the State University

System. To determine which courses meet State University System admission requirements, please use the Comprehensive Course Table. At least 6 of the 18
credits must be completed in courses that include dual enroliment, AP, IB, AICE, or are specifically listed as rigorous by the Florida Department of Education. At
least one course within the 24-credit program must be completed through online learning.

STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE NINE IN 2011-12 SCHOOL YEAR

Subject Area

Graduation Requirements of 24-Credit
Program

Graduation Requirements of Three Year,
18-Credit College Preparatory Program

Graduation Requirements of Three
Year, 18-Credit Career Preparatory
Program

English 4 credits with major concentration in 4 credits with major concentration in 4 credits with major concentration in
composition, reading for information, and composition and literature composition and literature
literature

Mathematics 4 credits, one of which must be Algebra 1 4 credits, one of which must be